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EUROPEAN SEA PORTS ORGANISATION 

RAPID EXCHANGE SYSTEM GUIDELINES – 2016 

TRAFFIC OF GOODS, VESSELS & PASSENGERS 

A1 TOTAL THROUGHPUT (A2+A3+A4) 

  

A2 LIQUID BULK (A21+A22+A23+A24+A25) 

 A21 Crude oil 

 A22 Refined (petroleum) products 

 A23 Gaseous, liquefied or compressed petroleum products and natural gas 

 A24 Chemical products 

 A25 Other liquid bulk 

  

A3 DRY BULK (A31+A32+A33+A34+A35+A36+A37) 

 A31 Cereals 

 A32 Foodstuff/Fodder/oil seeds 

 A33 Coal and lignite 

 A34 Ores/cement/lime/plasters 

 A35 Metallurgical products 

 A36 Chemical products 

 A37 Other dry bulk 

  

A4 GENERAL CARGO  (A41+A42+A43) 

 A41 Containerized   (including Ro-Ro containers) 

 A42 Ro-Ro (excluding Ro-Ro containers) 

 A43 Other general cargo 

ADDITIONAL INFORMATION 
(in units) 

  

B11 NUMBER OF CALLS 

B12 GROSS TONNAGE 

  

B2 NUMBER OF LOCAL AND FERRY PASSENGERS  (B21+B22) 

 B21 Local (less than 20 miles journey) 

 B22 Ferry passengers  

  

B3 NUMBER OF CRUISE PASSENGERS  

 B31 Home port  

 B32 Transits (to be counted once) 

  

B4 NUMBER OF CONTAINERS in TEU (B41+B42) 

 B41 “Hinterland” (B411+B412) 

 B411 Empty 

 B412 Full 

   

 B42 “Transshipped” (B421+B422) 

 B421 Empty 

 B422 Full 

   

B5   

 B51 Number of Ro-Ro units 

 B52 Number of private vehicles 

 B53 Number of commercial vehicles 
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REMARKS 

Remark n. °1 

The ESPO Rapid Exchange System (RES) is based on port traffic figures provided by ESPO Members. A 

conversion table is available which links RES data fields with the Unique Classification of Transported Goods 

(NST 2007) [EU Regulation n°1304/2007] which is the classification method used by EUROSTAT.  

Remark n. °2 

For ESPO, tonnage of goods includes the packaging and the tare weight of containers and ro-ro units. It also 

includes the weight of passenger cars, motorcycles, accompanying trailers/caravans and passenger buses.   

Tonnage of goods recorded by EUROSTAT includes packaging but excludes the tare weight of containers 

and ro-ro units. Similarly, the weight of passenger cars, motorcycles, accompanying trailers/caravans and 

passenger buses is not collected when they are used as means for transporting goods or passengers (the 

weight is only collected when such vehicles are transported for sale). 

For ESPO, containers are counted as containers in TEU independently of the kind of vessel transporting 

them, while for EUROSTAT the figures on the number of TEU only cover Lo-Lo container while Ro-Ro 

containers are counted as Ro-Ro units  

Remark n. °3 

In the “Liquid bulk” type of cargo (section A2, sub-heading A21-A25), ESPO records the tonnage of: 1) Crude 

oil; 2) Refined petroleum products; 3) Gaseous, liquefied or compressed petroleum products and natural 

gas (LNG); 4) Chemical products; 4) Other liquid bulk.  

As regards the bunker fuel ESPO records the one carried by: 

- A tanker arriving in the port to supply the inland bunker service station; 

- A vessel arriving in the port to supply other vessels in the port; 

- A vessel leaving the port to supply other ports; 

- A vessel leaving the port to supply a vessel moored outside the area under the port’s control; 

- A vessel leaving the port to supply an offshore installation. 

ESPO does not record the tonnage of bunker fuel carried by a bunker vessel which takes the fuel from the 

bunker service station located within the area of the port, to vessel moored in that port. 

Remark n. °4 

In the “Dry bulk” type of cargo (section A3, sub-heading A31-A37), ESPO records the tonnage of: 1) Cereals; 

2) Foodstuffs/Fodder/oil seeds; 3) Coal and Lignite; 4) Ores/cement/lime/plasters; 5) Metallurgical 

products; 6) Chemical products; 7) Other dry bulk. 
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Illustration 4: 20ft container being 
unloaded from ship by forklift 
truck 

Illustration 1: Lifted-on lifted-off containers 

Remark n. ° 5 

The section “General cargo” (section A4) is divided into three sub-headings (A41-A43): 1) Container; 2) Ro-

Ro; 3) Other general cargo. 

- In the “Container” sub-heading (A41) ESPO records the 

tonnage of all containerized goods the port is “humanly” able 

to count. It includes: 

- Lifted-on Lifted –off containers (see illustration n.°1);  

- Rolled-on Rolled-off containers (see illustrations n. ° 2-

6). 

 

- In the “Ro-Ro” sub-heading (A42) ESPO records the tonnage 

of any kind of goods which are rolled on and off the vessel 

carrying them by sea including: 

- Road goods vehicles and accompanying trailers; 

- Unaccompanied road goods trailers and semi-trailers; 

- Rail wagons, shipborne port-to-port trailers, and 

shipborne barges; 

 

 

In the “Ro-Ro” sub-heading ESPO also records the tonnage of 

vehicles which are transported against payment such as: 

- Automobile industry products (new cars and vehicles, 

etc.); 

- Passengers cars, motorcycles and accompanying 

trailers/caravans; 

- Unaccompanied caravans and other road, agricultural 

and industrial vehicles; 

- Other mobile self-propelled units; 

- Other mobile non-self-propelled units. 

 

 

 
 

 

 

Illustration 2: Shipborne port-to-port 

trailer carrying two containers 

Illustration 3: Container on an 

unaccompanied road goods trailer 

Illustration 5: Containers on road goods 

vehicles 
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Illustration 6: Containers carried on an 

accompanied road goods trailer 

Illustration 11: Industrial 

equipement 

Illustration 7: Unloading of 

“Big-bags”  

Illustration 8: Caravan  Illustration 9: Goods in a wooden box 

Illustration 10: Tyres Illustration 12: Rail wagon 

 
 

 

 

- In the sub-heading “Other general cargo” ESPO records the tonnage of cargo that is not counted in 

the two previous sub-headings. As a rule, it includes any kind of lifted-on lifted-off goods, not in 

containers, and not in the solid bulk section (see illustrations n. ° 7-12). Project cargo is included in 

this field.  
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Remark n. °6 

In the section “Number of Calls” (B1), ESPO records the number of vessels calling the port. A ship call is 

counted when a ship enters the port for cargo or passengers handling operations. Bunkers, fishing and 

commuting vessels are excluded.  In the “Gross Tonnage” section (B12), ESPO records the gross tonnage of 

vessels calling the port. 

Remark n. °7   

The “Local and ferry passengers” section (B2) is divided into two sub-headings (B21-B22): 

- Local (less than 20 miles journey); 

- Ferry 

Remark n. °8 

The “Cruise passengers” section (B3) is divided into two sub-headings (B3-B32): 

- Home port (it records the embarking and disembarking passengers on a cruise vessel); 

- Transits (it records only once the cruise passengers on excursion). 

To define a "Cruise passenger", a "Cruise ship" and a "Cruise passengers excursion", see Annex I of 
Directive 2009/42/EC of the European Parliament and of the Council: 

- Cruise passenger means a sea passenger making a sea journey on a cruise ship. Passengers on day 
excursions are excluded. 

- Cruise ship means a passenger ship intended to provide passengers with a full tourist experience. 
All passengers have cabins. Facilities for entertainment aboard are included. 

- Ships operating normal ferry services are excluded, even if some passengers treat the service as a 
cruise. In addition, cargo-carrying vessels able to carry a very limited number of passengers with 
their own cabins are also excluded. Ships intended solely for day excursions are also excluded. 

- Cruise passenger excursion means a short visit by a cruise passenger to a tourist attraction 
associated with a port while retaining a cabin on board. 

 
Remark n. ° 9 

The “Number of Containers” section (B4) is divided into two sub-headings (B41-B42): 

- “Hinterland”: it records the seagoing containers (empty B411 and full B412) having their origin 

and/or destination in the port; 

- “Transshipped”: it records seagoing containers (empty B421 and full B422)   transferred from one 

vessel to another;   

Remark n. ° 10 

Sections B5 is intended to give basic information on vehicles passing through the port and is divided into 

three sub-headings (B51-B52-B53) 

- B51 records the number of Ro-Ro units (trailers, semitrailers, platforms, cassettes, accompanied 

and non-accompanied lorries, trucks, etc.);  

- B52 records the number of private cars, buses, caravans, motorcycles, etc.;  

- B53 records commercial vehicles (vehicles for sale: new cars and trucks, new vehicles in general; 

cars for rental, second hand vehicles: cars, trucks, etc.).   


